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Report by the Government of the United States of 
America with Respect to the Philippine Islands for 
the Calendar Year Ended December 31, 1932, on the 
Traffic in Opium and Other Dangerous Drugs 



INTRODUCTION 

• "''..:*■. 

This report is prepared from data submitted on behalf of the 
government of the Philippine Islands with respect to the traffic in 
narcotic drugs. Such data were furnished by the Governor General 
for the semiannual periods ended June 30 and December 31, 1932, 
respectively. 

It has not yet been possible to adjust apparent discrepancies in 
statistics of imports of narcotic drugs into the islands. [Reference 
is made in this connection to the introductory statement which pref- 
aced the annual reports for the Philippine Islands for the calendar 
years 1930 and 1931. 

With the exception of the statistics of imports and exports, which 
have been omitted pending investigation, the reports of the govern- 
ment of the Philippine Islands, consolidated to cover the calendar 
year 1932, are set forth as follows : 

A. GENERAL 
1. New legislation 

Effective January 1, 1932, the Eevised Penal Code of the Philip- 
pine Islands, also known as Act No. 3815 of the Philippine 
Legislature, was approved and repealed all other laws that might 
be in conflict therewith. Under the terms of the Revised Penal 
Code, the penalty of arresto mayor x in its medium period to prision 
correccional 2 in its minimum period and a fine ranging from 300 to 
10,000 pesos shall be imposed upon anyone who, unless lawfully 
authorized, shall possess, prepare, administer, or otherwise use any 

l The terra "arresto mayor" signifies a penalty ot imprisonment of from 1 month and 
I day to 6 months. Arresto mayor in its minimum period signifies imprisonment of 
from 1 month and 1 day to 2 months. Arresto mayor in its medium period signifies 
imprisonment of from 2 months and 1 day to 4 months. Arresto mayor in its maximum 
period signifies imprisonment of from 4 months and 1 day to 6 months. 

* The term "prision correccional" signifies a penalty of imprisonment of from 6 
months and 1 day to 6 years. Prision correccional in its minimum period signifies 
Imprisonment of from 6 months and 1 day to 2 years and 4 months. Prision correc- 
cional in its medium period signifies imprisonment of from 2 years 4 months and 1 day 
to 4 yeafs and 2 months. Prision correccional in its maximum period signifies 
Imprisonment of from 4 years 2 months and 1 day to 6 years* 
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prohibited drug, or upon anyone who shall maintain a dive or resort 
where any prohibited drug is used in any form, in violation of the 
law. The penalty of arresto mayor and a fine ranging from 100 
to 300 pesos shall be imposed upon anyone who shall act as keeper or 
watchman of a dive or resort where any prohibited drug is used 
in any manner, contrary to law, or upon any person who, not being 
included in the category of keeper or watchman, shall knowingly 
visit any dive or resort of the character referred to above. The pen- 
alty of prision correccional in its medium and maximum periods and 
a fine ranging from 300 to 10,000 pesos shall be imposed upon any 
person who shall import or bring into the Philippine Islands any 
prohibited drug or who shall unlawfully sell or deliver to another 
any of these drugs. The penalty of arresto mayor and a fine not 
exceeding 500 pesos shall be imposed upon any person who, not 
being authorized by law, shall possess any opium pipe or other para- 
phernalia for smoking, injecting, administering, or using opium or 
any prohibited drug and the illegal possession of an opium pipe 
or other paraphernalia for using any other prohibited drug shall 
be prima facie evidence that its possessor had used said drug. The 
penalty of prision correccional or a fine ranging from 300 to 10,000 
pesos, or both, shall be imposed upon any physician or dentist who 
shall prescribe opium for any person whose physical condition does 
not require the use of the same. 

2. Control of international trade 

The laws of the Philippine Islands prohibit the importation of 
cocaine, opium or its derivatives such as morphine, heroin, or other 
similar drugs, except for medicinal and scientific purposes, and 
then only upon authority from the government. The insular col- 
lector of customs has charge of the administration of the customs 
but the collector of internal revenue supervises the importation and 
handling of these drugs throughout the islands. 

No opium, coca leaves, or any salt or derivative of either of them 
was exported from the islands during the calendar year 1932. 

Any person found guilty of importing opium or its derivatives 
or any other prohibited drug for purposes other than medicinal or 
scientific and without proper authority from the government is 
punishable by imprisonment for not less than 3 years 6 months and 
21 days nor more than 6 years and by a fine ranging from 300 to 
10,000 pesos. Prior to the coming into force of the Revised Penal 
Code on January 1, 1932, the provisions of the old opium law (Act 
No. 2381, sec. 5) provided that when the offender is an alien, his 
deportation is decreed in case of recidivism. In view of the Re- 
vised Penal Code, that part of the old opium law relative to de- 
portation has been repealed and the courts no longer have authority 



to sentence an alien offender to deportation. However, the Governor 
General of the Philippine Islands is vested with power to deport any 
undesirable alien and may, therefore, still order the deportation of 
any alien who may be found habitually delinquent under the pro- 
visions of the opium law, 

3. Internal regulation of the manufacture, sale, distribution, use, etc., of the 
drugs 

This subject matter has been treated in the reports previously sub- 
mitted, particularly that corresponding to the calendar year 1929, 
wherein the various methods employed in smuggling narcotic drugs 
into the islands and the different ways of evading detection by the 
authorities was also discussed. The smugglers, however, at times 
fall into the hands of the police and constabulary as can be seen from 
the tabulated cases of violations of the narcotic drug laws, appearing 
elsewhere in this report, as handled by the various agencies of the 
government entrusted with the enforcement of the said laws. 

Brief resumes of the circumstances connected with a few important 
seizures as illustrative of the manner in which the illicit traffic is 
supplied, follows: 

On March 9, 1932, the steamship Ankingp, for which Smith, Bell 
& Co. were the agents, arrived at Manila from Amoy, China, whence 
it had sailed on March 7, 1932, and discharged on Pier No. 3, with 
other cargo, a packing case marked "A.L.C.", supposed to contain 
vermicelli. The case had been shipped from Amoy as cargo. In this 
packing case were found 1,800 1-tael tins of smoking opium, 900 
being branded "Tonggee" and the remaining 900 being branded 
" Lion." It is impossible to ascertain definitely who was respon- 
sible for this attempted unlawful importation and no arrest was 
made. 

On May 1, 1932, the steamship Empress of Japan, of the Canadian 
Pacific Line, arrived at Manila from Vancouver, whence it had 
sailed on April 9, 1932, via Victoria, Honolulu, Yokohama, Kobe, 
Shanghai, and Hong Kong. On the day of arrival, the master of the 
vessel turned oter to customs officers at Manila a total of 1,565 1-tael 
tins of smoking opium, which he claimed to have found in cabin 
no. 422. None of the tins of opium bore indicia and no arrest was 
made, as it was not possible to determine definitely the owner or 
attempted smuggler of this contraband. 

On July 8, 1932, one Margarita Eamirez was arrested on the wharf 

at Pulupandan and found in possession of 30 tins of smoking opium, 
containing a total of approximately 280 ounces. This woman had 
just disembarked from the steamship Venus^ a local coasting steamer, 
which had arrived in Pulupandan that day from Manila via Iloilo, 



having left Manila on July 6, 1932. Each tin of opium bore a label 
on which appeared certain Chinese characters. The K&imrez woman 
was held for prosecution. 

Customs officers on October 31, 1932, arrested one Alberto Bijison, 
a Chinese mestizo, in the Chinese baggage-inspection room at Maiiila, 
when he was found in possession of a double-bottomed wooden trunk 
in which was concealed a package containing approximately 22 
pounds of crude opium. The accused had transported the trunk on 
the steamship Anking for which Smith, Bell & Co. were agents. 
The vessel had arrived at Manila on October 28, 1932, from Amoy, 
China, whence it had sailed on October 25, 1932. There were no 
marks or labels on the drugs to indicate origin. The accused was 
held for criminal prosecution. 

On December 7, 1932, customs officers arrested one Damasa Kavena 
y Aguilar, a woman passenger on the steamship Anking, for which 
Smith, Bell & Co. were agents, when she was securing her baggage 
in the Chinese baggage-inspection room at Manila. Among her 
baggage was found a double-bottomed trunk in which were con- 
cealed 12 tins of morphine containing a total of approximately 2,700 
grams. The vessel had arrived at Manila on December 6, 1932, 
from Amoy, China, having left the latter port on December 3, 1932. 
Each tin bore a label printed in Chinese characters and the brand 
"Horse." This woman, an incoming passenger on the vessel, was 
held for criminal prosecution. 

On December 27, 1932, customs officers seized a leather suitcase 
in the Chinese baggage-inspection room at Manila, in which were 
concealed 450 1-tael tins of smoking opium. The suitcase . in 
question had been brought into Manila on the steamship Empress 
of Asia of the Candian Pacific Line, which arrived on December 
24, 1932, from Vancouver, whence it had sailed on December 3, 
1932, via Victoria, Yokohama, Kobe, Nagasaki, Shanghai, and Hong 
Kong. Each tin of smoking opium bore a label denoting that the 
drug was of the " Tonggee " brand. The suitcase, of leather, bore 
the name " W. C. Mallon", but no arrest was made, as the owner 
of the suitcase could not be identified, 

4. International cooperation 

The government of the Philippine Islands has nothing to report. 

B. PARTICULAR DRUGS 

5. Raw opium and coca leaves 

Neither crude opium nor the coca leaf is produced in the Philip- 
pine Islands, all supplies thereof being imported. No opium or 
derivatives thereof are exported from the Islands. 



6. Prepared opium 

The term " prepared opium " is understood to mean opium pre- 
pared for smoking. The importation, manufacture, and use of pre- 
pared opium are prohibited in the Philippine Islands. 

The majority of opium smokers in the Philippine Islands are 
Chinese. Very few Filipinos smoke or eat opium. Every possible 
effort is being made to eliminate this vice. Of the 364 persons 
arrested during the calendar year 1932, 221 were Chinese, 142 were 
Filipinos, and 1 was an American. Almost all of the Filipinos 
arrested were found illegally possessing opium — i.e., not in the act 
of smoking — and were charged accordingly. 

7. Indian hemp (marihuana) 

The government of the Philippine Islands has nothing to report 
with respect to this drug. Philippine hemp or abaca (a plant com- 
mercially produced in the Islands) is musa textilis, a plant not related 
to cannabis sativa. 

8. Other drugs to which the Hague and Geneva Conventions Apply 

INTERNAL CONTROL OF LEGITIMATE TRAFFIC 

The collector of internal revenue furnished the following list of 
persons as legally importing narcotic drugs during the calendar year 
1932: 

1. Dr. Carlos Jahrling, Manila. 

2. Inhelder, Walch Co., Manila. 

3. Insular Drug Co., Manila. 

4. Kuenzle & Streiff, Manila. 

5. Levy & Blum, Inc., Manila. 

6. Levy Hermanos, Manila. 

7. Philippine American Drug Co., Manila. 

8. Yucuanseh Drug Co., Manila. 

That official also furnished a statement of all narcotic drugs which 
were distributed throughout the islands among local dealers under 
license during the period from January 1 to December 31, 1932, 
inclusive, a table of which follows : 

Table of local purchases of narcotic drugs, including those made by the 
Government offices, by means of opium orders approved by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue in the Philippine Islands during the period from January 1, 
to December SI, 1982, inclusive: 

Quantity 
(Orams) 

Anastheriol ~ 0.90 

Antiasthmatica . 19 

Atropaver . 60 

Coca leaves ^ 6, 639, 71 

Coca leaves, preparations "-. 102. 40 



Quantity 
(Grams) 

Cocaine and preparations 6, 525. 78 

Cocaine solution 1. 08 

Codeine and preparations 5, 721. 24 

Cotarnine and preparations 969. 28 

Dicodid 7.22 

Dionin and preparations 1, .474. 53 

English black drops - 300. 00 

Bukodal 183.15 

Frenix - . 24 

Glykeron 3. 84 

Helian drops 19. 49 

Heroin and preparations 2, 604. 40 

Morphine and preparations 2, 748. 61 

Narcotine , 10.00 

Opium : 

Gum . 2, 020. 00 

Medicinal m 28, 211, 10 

Fluid 1, 363. 73 

Preparations 406.07 

Pantopon 1, 006. 16 

Pantopon solution 3. 60 

Papaverine and preparations 313.20 

Sedalgina 9.12 

Tercal monal 46. 00 

Urgencia . 21 

MORPHINE 

Morphine is not manufactured in the Philippine Islands, all 
supplies thereof being imported for medicinal and scientific purposes. 
The collector of internal revenue supervises the lawful importation of 
medicinal and scientific morphine. Seizures of morphine will be 
found in the statistical table of seizures of all drugs appearing 
elsewhere in this report. 

HEROIN 

Heroin is not produced in the Philippine Islands. Supplies are, 
however, imported under the supervision of the collector of internal 
revenue for medical purposes only. No seizures of this drug were 
made during the calendar year ended December 31, 1932. 

COCAINE 

Cocaine is not produced in the Philippine Islands. Its use is 
restricted to medicinal and scientific! purposes only and supplies are, 
likewise, imported under the supervision of the collector of internal 
revenue. Seizures of cocaine will also be found in the statistical 
table of all seizures appearing in another part of this report. 

9. Illicit traffic 

Eesults of enforcement of the narcotic drug laws throughout the 
Philippine Islands during the calendar year ended December 31> 
1932, are shown in the following table : 



Cases pending on Jan. 1, 1932 122 

Cases reported during the year: 

Filipinos 142 

Chinese 221 

American 1 

364 

486 
Convictions (including 2 deportations) : = 

Filipinos 51 

Chinese . 150 

American 1 

202 

Acquitals : =c= 

Filipinos— - - 19 

Chinese 59 

78 

Dismissals: =t= 

Filipinos — 9 

Chinese 23 

' . .- 32 

Beleased by Fiscal * : ===== 

Filipinos — ^_ 3 

Chinese 10 

1B 

Cases compromised, Filipinos . 1 

Cases pending on Dec. 31, 1932 160 

Penalties : 

Aggregate sentences imposed, 62 years 3 months 29 days. 
Aggregate fines imposed, f*74,205. 
Aggregate compromises accepted, f*550. 

During the period from January 1 to December 31, 1932, inclusive, 
the following seizures of narcotic drugs were made throughout the 
islands by officers charged with the enforcement of the narcotic laws : 

Quantity 

Gum opium kilograms— 11. 450 

Prepared opium do 257. 8349 

Prepared opium: 

Bottles * 10 

Pills— ^ 4 185 

Tins 4 32 

Opium ashes „ kilograms.- . 476 

Opium ashes, packages 4 23 

Morphine kilograms— 3.7101 

Morphine solution do™ . 004 

Morphine : 

Packages *. * 48 

Pills containing 4 3 

Cocaine kilograms . 0076 

Cocaine, packages 4 1 

8 " Fiscal " is a government prosecutor whose duties include determining whether 

there is sufficient evidence in a given case to warrant the institution of criminal 

proceedings, and if not, he then has authority to drop such case and release the accused. 

4 Gross weight unknown. 
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Under local laws opium and other prohibited drugs confiscated by 
the government may be sold only for medicinal purposes to persons 
duly authorized by law to deal therein. This is not done, however, 
inasmuch as the drugs confiscated have little or no medicinal value. 
All drugs, therefore, seized by the various government agencies are 
incinerated in the furnaces of the government ice plant after they are 
confiscated by the government. During the calendar year 1932, how- 
ever, no destruction of drugs was made. 

C, MISCELLANEOUS 
10* China 

The government of the Philippine Islands has nothing to report. 

11. Other drugs 

The government of the Philippine Islands has nothing to report. 

12. Additional information and suggestions 

The government of the Philippine Islands has no additional infor- 
mation or suggestions to submit. 
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